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A legal atlas? 







“Where can we find educators 

   willing to …  

   learn?”   

    Hugh Agaki
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Who does this belong to? 



Coronation portrait by Allan Ramsay, 1762

"He has plundered 
our seas, 
ravaged our Coasts, 
. . . and destroyed 
the lives of our 
people”

It’s ours !



Article 1: Great Britain 
acknowledges the thirteen 
colonies as free sovereign 
and independent states and 
relinquishes all claims to 
property and territorial rights.

Article 2:  Territorial 
boundaries agreed upon.

Article 3: Great Britain 
Concedes the right to fish on 
the Grand Bank and on other 
Banks of Newfoundland.





We the People of the United States, in Order 

to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, 

insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the 

common defence, promote the general Welfare, 

and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves 

and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this 

Constitution for the United States of America.



The very first session of this new 
thing called a US Congress:

• transferred twelve lighthouses 
from the individual states to the 
federal government; and,

• established customs houses to 
collect duties and customs fees 
on imports shipped to US ports
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Neighborliness in the 

• Canada and US

• US and individual states 

• states and other states

• fed-state-local

• Tribal-state/federal
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democracy

those are our waters

our welfare matters

State
Local



Federal- State



CWA      NDZ
1. State petitions EPA

2. State certifies area needs greater 

protection, available pump-out facilities

3. EPA review and validation, public notice

4. EPA establishes NDZ

5. EPA enforces NDZSource: Penobscot Bay Blog 



Local - Local





Sawyer Road, a flood-prone road 
linking part of Cape Elizabeth and 
Scarborough, will remain open, at 
least for now.

Cape Elizabeth’s Town Council 
voted against taking the first step in 
the road discontinuance process for 
a quarter-mile section of Sawyer Road 
(called Sawyer Street in 
Scarborough), effectively shutting 
down the joint $2 million marsh 
restoration and road removal effort 
that’s been talked about for years.

Scarborough approved the first step 
of the process 6-1 on the same night 
Cape Elizabeth squashed it. A public 
hearing is scheduled for early next 
month, but Scarborough Town 
Manager Tom Hall said it is very 
unlikely that the town will go through 
with the project without support from 
both communities

Rachel 
Carson 
NWR



Photographs by    



Source: Scituate Shellfish Advisory Committee     
Emma Brown/WSJ



What happens when your line 

crosses someone else’s line?





“Cooperation, coordination, 

and a healthy amount of 

benign neglect of disputes are 

fundamental characteristics of 

the bilateral relationship.” 
(McDorman, in Salt Water Neighbors, at p. 3)





Sometime neighbors just want to avoid bumping into each other. (McDorman, passim)
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Sometimes neighbors want to avoid bumping into others



Sometime 
neighbors 
want to avoid 
bumping into 
others



Sometime neighbors serve as models

Before After



Can we steal
 

that idea?



“Cooperation, coordination, and a healthy 

amount of benign neglect of disputes are 

fundamental characteristics of the bilateral 

relationship.”    (Ted, in Salt Water Neighbors, at p. 3)

“Sometimes                             
it helps to be a little deaf.”

Ruth Bader Ginsberg citing her mother-in-
law’s observation regarding happy marriages



Canada’s Accession Process Timeline:
Nov. 6, 2003  Prime Minister says Canada should ratify CLOS; 
Nov. 6, 2003  Prime Minister tells Minister of Foreign Affairs to sign 
     ratification instrument;
Nov. 6, 2003  Minister of Foreign Affairs signs ratification instrument
Nov. 7, 2003 Canada deposits ratification at UN 
Time:  2 days

An Accession comparison United Nations
Convention on the

 Law of the Sea



US Accession Process Timeline:
July 29, 1994  President says US should ratify CLOS; 

Oct. 7, 1994  President submits treaty to Senate for ratification;

Oct. 14/21, 2003  US Senate Foreign Relations Committee holds hearings

Mar. 11, 2004 Committee favorably reports treaty to full Senate of 108th Congress (19-0)

Dec. 2004 108th Congress adjourns

Jan. 2005 Treaty reverts to US Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

Sep 27, Oct 4, 2007 US Senate Foreign Relations Committee holds hearings

October 31, 2007 Committee favorably reports treaty to full Senate of 110th Congress (17-4)

Dec. 2008 110th Congress adjourns

Jan. 2009 Treaty reverts to US Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

June 14, 2012 US Senate Foreign Relations Committee holds hearings

Dec. 2012 112th Congress adjourns

Jan. 2013 Treaty reverts to US Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

May 2026 John Duff talks about why US hasn’t acceded yet.
Time: 30 + years   ( … and the clock is still ticking)



Childe Hassam
Poppies, Isle of Shoals, 1891

National Gallery of Art



Happy 25th 

Anniversary, 

Maine!

Sorry, 

New 

Hampshire.



Source: Matthew Wood, NHDES 2022
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84px-Sant'Apollinare_Nuovo_(Justinian_I).jpg

“Things 

common to mankind 

by the law of nature, 

are the air, running water, 

the sea, 

and, consequently the 

shores of the sea.”
JUSTINIAN, THE INSTITUTES OF JUSTINIAN 2.1.1 
(Thomas Cooper trans. & ed., 1841)



Opinion of the Justices, 
365 Mass. 681, 313 N.E.2d 561 (1974)

Opinion of the Justices, 139 N.H. 82, 649 A.2d 604 (1994);
Purdie v. Attorney General, 143 N.H. 661 (1999) .

Quite a few in Maine 



The Public 
Trust 
Doctrine 
(most states)

From “Putting the Public Trust Doctrine to 
Work” p. 7 (2d ed., Coastal States 
Organization, 1997)



In NH:

many state-owned beaches

         +

private property ends at MHW

(per PTD)

The New Hampshire Seacoast
Image Credit : Nate Padavick





The Public Trust Doctrine (ME/MA)

From “Putting the Public Trust Doctrine to Work” p. 8 (2d ed., Coastal States Organization, 1997)

Opinion of the Justices, 365 Mass. 81, 313 N.E.2d 561 (1974)

“The bill, if enacted 

would violate 

Art. 10 of the 

Declaration of 

Rights of the 

Massacahusetts 

Constitution and 

the Fourteenth 

Amendment to the 

[U.S.] Constitution.” 
(at 571)







http://globalreach.blogs.census.gov/files/2013/07/US-and-Canada.jpg
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