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Musquash Estuary Marine Protected Area
Gulf of Maine Council
27 May 2026

Credit: Erica Stuart
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Musquash Estuary MPA

• Largest ecologically 
intact estuary in the 
Bay of Fundy 

• >10 distinct habitat 
types

• Strong local support 
for conservation 
coalesced in 1998, 
incl. negotiated 
support by fishing 
industry

Credit: IMRP, DFO

Credit: ACAP-SJ
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Musquash Estuary MPA

• Musquash Estuary 
MPA stablished 
2006

• Four Zones and 
Administered 
Intertidal Area

• Conservation 
mosaic: bordering 
terrestrial  
conservation areas
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Conservation 
Mosaic

>80% of 
surrounding 
land held in 
terrestrial  
conservation 
areas
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Oceans Act 
and MPA Policy

1996

1998

2009
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MPAs in 
Canada

2003

Credit: DFO
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MPAs in 
Canada

2004
Credit: NOAA

Credit: Hilary Moors-Murphy

Credit: DFO
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MPAs in 
Canada

2005
Credit: Todd Fowler
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MPAs in 
Canada

2005
Credit: Corey Morris
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MPAs in 
Canada

2005

Credit: Souris and Area Branch of PEI Wildlife Federation
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MPAs in 
Canada

2006

Credit: DFO IMRP
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Musquash Estuary MPA 
Advisory Committee

Credit: DFO



Musquash Estuary MPA Advisory 
Committee

• Government of New 
Brunswick, Department of 
Agriculture, Aquaculture, 
and Fisheries 

• Government of New 
Brunswick, Department of 
Natural Resources and 
Energy Development

• Wolastoqey Nation in New 
Brunswick

• Conservation Council of 
New Brunswick

• Eastern Charlotte 
Waterways

• Nature Conservancy of 
Canada

• Explore Lorneville Inc.
• Friends of Musquash
• Mount Allison University
• Municipality of Fundy 

Shores

• Atlantic Coastal Action 
Program (ACAP) Saint John

• Ducks Unlimited Canada
• Maliseet Nation 

Conservation Council
• Canadian Wildlife Service, 

Environment and Climate 
Change Canada

• Friends of Musquash
• DFO Science
• DFO Conservation and 

Protection
• Coastal Link Trail
• Canadian Parks and 

Wilderness Society New 
Brunswick Chapter

• University of New 
Brunswick

• Fundy North Fishermen’s 
Association

Credit: DFO
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Collapsed culvert restoration  

Credit: ECW

• Collapsed culvert identified at 
MAC meeting

• Options analysis report 
commissioned by DFO and 
completed by Eastern Charlotte 
Waterways

• Validation with Advisory 
Committee

• Property owner identified



20th anniversary

2006

Credit: CCG



20th anniversary
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20th anniversary

Credit: Aiden Isbill

Credit: Bryden Bone
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Monitoring 
plan

2015
2011

2023
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Activity plan process

• Enshrined in the Musquash Estuary MPA 
Regulations  

• Requirement to submit an activity plan for any 
scientific, educational, archeological, commercial 
tourism, or habitat restoration activity within the 
MPA

• Must be approved by the Minister if it is 
determined that the activity is not likely to damage 
or destroy the habitat of a living marine organism, 
while considering cumulative effectsCredit: ECW
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Research and 
collaboration

Credit: Nick Jeffery

Credit: Kaleb Zelman

Credit: DFO IMRP
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What do we know after 
20 years?

• Coastal MPAs need friends

• Smaller site ≠ less complex or less impactful

• Musquash Estuary MPA exists within larger 
conservation network planning context; it can 
serve as a model for successful collaboration on 
coastal conservation measures.

Credit: Ryan Stanley
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Thank you

Credit: Nick Hawkins
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