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While many people, organizations and events contributed to the development of ecosystem health indicators in the Gulf of Maine one can point to at least four key events. The first was the Atlantic Northeast Coastal Monitoring Summit that was convened in Durham, NH in 2002 by EPA and a 17-member steering committee of managers and scientists. The purposes of the Summit were to develop an ecologically driven basis for coordinating selected monitoring programs, to create a framework for a regional monitoring network, and to identify the region’s monitoring needs and corresponding research requirements. For three days over 100 participants worked in plenary and breakout groups to develop a set of recommendations. One pertained to creating and disseminating ecosystem health indicators that are designed to inform priority coastal issues and management concerns. It was envisioned that they would track the overall status of the region’s coastal and marine environment and measure responses to environmental management activities.
In 2004 managers and scientists were convened in Durham by a broad partnership at the Northeast Coastal Indicators Workshop to develop a consensus on a set of indicators within six major categories: fisheries, eutrophication, contaminants, coastal development, aquatic habitat, and climate change. The intent was that regional data would be compiled and tracked to indicate changing trends in ecosystem integrity throughout the northwest Atlantic region. It recognized that while many indicator and reporting efforts exist in the Gulf of Maine, a gulf-wide indicators and reporting program was lacking. The workshop recommended the development of a strategy to create a regional indicators program.
Also in 2004 the Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment (GOMC) and its partners focused regional attention on ecosystem indicators and reporting at the Gulf of Maine Summit in October 2004. Through the Governors’ and Premiers’ Committing to Change proclamation that was released at the Summit, the GOMC was called upon to “provide timely and responsive information to decision-makers (including a comprehensive state of the environment reporting and indicators series).”
Finally, in 2006 the Council formed the Ecosystem Indicators Partnership (ESIP) to create a strategy to develop a regional ecosystem indicators and reporting program. The key events already described laid out the guiding principles, fundamental approach, and organizational structure for a gulfwide indicators and reporting program. At its core, the Council recognized the importance of partnering with existing monitoring, indicator, and reporting programs to build on and enhance current capacities in the region. Key steps in developing a regional indicators and reporting program included: 1) harmonizing and building on existing efforts, 2) creating regional indicators, 3) developing a data and information management infrastructure, 4) producing state of the environment reports, 5) building and sustaining partnerships, 6) conducting effective communication and outreach and 7) securing multi-partner sustained funding.
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