
[image: image1.png]Gulf of Maine
Council on the
Marine Environment





Gulf of Maine Council




Press Release
For Immediate Release




Contact: Karin Hansen
December 9, 2004





Karin.hansen@verizon.net








207/ 729-8012






Gulf of Maine Council Announces Visionary and Longard Awards 
Gulf of Maine Visionary Awards: Each year, the Gulf of Maine Council gives out Visionary Awards - recognizing innovation, creativity, and commitment to protecting the marine environment - to two individuals, businesses, or organizations within each state and province bordering the Gulf of Maine. Recipients may work in scientific, educational, conservation, or policy realms, engaged in projects that involve public awareness, grassroots action, or business/manufacturing practices.
One Longard Award is presented each year to an individual from one of the five states and provinces bordering the Gulf.  The Award recognizes individual commitment to volunteer programs dedicated to environmental protection and sustainability of natural resources within the marine, near shore, and watershed environments of the Gulf of Maine.  The Longard Gulf Volunteer Award is bestowed each year in memory of Art Longard, a founding member of the Gulf of Maine Council. 
This year’s recipients were honored at an award ceremony Wednesday, December 8, 2004 at 7:00 pm at the Sheraton Harborside Hotel in Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
The 2004 Visionary Award Winners-

Massachusetts, Salem Sound Coastwatch

For more than ten years, Salem Sound Coastwatch (SSC), a nonprofit coastal watershed association, has been a leader in protecting coastal habitats, commercial, and recreational marine resources, and water quality. 
New Hampshire, Steve Jones, Jackson Estuarine Laboratory

Steve Jones, for developing a specialized lab at the Jackson Estuarine Lab to conduct microbial source tracking (MST), a sophisticated genetic analysis of bacteria found in polluted waters in order to identify the source species responsible for the pollution. 
New Hampshire, Tricia Miller, Advocates for the North Mill Pond

Tricia Miller, for her numerous contributions to the work of the

Advocates for the North Mill Pond (Portsmouth) and other seacoast environmental organizations. In addition to numerous volunteer tasks, Miller generously donates her professional graphic design skills to the ANMP, which has been critical to the organization's success in developing a watershed restoration plan and reaching out to watershed constituents.

Maine, Bill Townsend, Volunteer

Bill Townsend is the Dean of the conservation community in the State of Maine. He is a dedicated advocate for rivers and sea run fish, who through a lifetime of leadership and commitment, has given freely of his wisdom, time, and unbounded energy to improve Maine’s environment. Bill’s love of Atlantic salmon has driven many of his efforts and earned the respect the international salmon community. His work to restore our state’s native, sea-run fisheries, and thus the health of our rivers that run to the sea, has had a profound impact on the health of the Gulf of Maine. 

Maine, Maine Coast Heritage Trust

Maine Coast Heritage Trust (MHCT) has been the leading private land conservation organization along the coast of Maine since 1970. During that time the Trust has conserved over 117,000 acres of land including over 241 islands. The MCHT created the Maine Land Trust Network as a resource for information sharing and technical assistance throughout Maine’s land trust community and extending into Maritime Canada. The MCHT has worked with others to establish the Land Trust Alliance, the preeminent national organization representing the land trust community.

New Brunswick, Edward McLean, Connors Brothers

Edward McLean is being recognized for his work toward the sustainable development of the fishing industry in the Gulf of Maine. He is Executive Vice President of Sardine Operations for Connors Bros., having been with the company since 1967 in a number of executive positions including President and Chief Executive Officer.  Ed is a past Chairman of the Fisheries Council of Canada, a past president of the Seafood Processors Association of New Brunswick and of the Seafood Processors Association of Nova Scotia and a Commission Member of the Roosevelt Campobello International Park Commission. 
New Brunswick, JD Irving, Ltd.

J.D. Irving Ltd is being recognized for its work in watersheds and coastal areas of the Gulf of Maine.  JDI has developed a series of initiatives, independently and in cooperation with academia, including conservation efforts, public education, pollution prevention, and research on aquatic habitats that have contributed to improving the health of New Brunswick watersheds. The company has donated land in the Musquash estuary to the Nature Conservancy. The Irving Nature Park, a 600-acre parkland where wildlife needs have been identified and ecosystems preserved, is another company initiative. 
Nova Scotia, Friends of the Cornwallis River Society 

The Friends of the Cornwallis River Society (FOCS) is recognized for its dedication and commitment to the restoration and protection of the aquatic habitats of the Cornwallis River watershed, and the development of a fisheries management plan for the Cornwallis River. This award also recognizes FOCS initiatives in volunteer water quality monitoring, promotion of awareness of fish and fish habitat within local elementary schools, and many partnerships formed with government and

non-government organizations on projects pertaining to the construction of wetlands and riparian re-establishment, fencing, and leasing. 

Nova Scotia, Dr. J. Sherman Bleakney

Dr. Sherman Bleakney is recognized for: his commitment and dedication to science for over 50 years as a distinguished zoologist and marine biologist, researcher, historian, and scientific writer, and his inspiration and dedication to students as a distinguished researcher and Professor Emeritus of Biology at Acadia University.
Longard Award Winner-

Don Bade, President, Parker River Clean Water Association

Don Bade, President of the Parker River Clean Water Association (PRCWA), is being recognized for his achievements, dedication, and involvement in the Gulf of Maine’s environmental community. The PRCWA is a watershed group on the North Shore of Massachusetts dedicated to protecting the Parker River and Plum Island Sound watersheds. Don strengthens all aspects of the organization through his inspiration and leadership, work with local officials, community outreach, and local school projects. He has kept this organization going on a volunteer basis and has been an integral part in the PRCWA achieving its success over the past eleven years. Not only is he an advocate for his local watershed, he actively partners with organizations that have broader goals of environmental stewardship that benefit the entire region.
Distinguished Service Awards are presented to-
Thomas W. Skinner

For his dedication and commitment to Marine Environmental quality and sustainable resource use in the Gulf of Maine. Between 1999 and 2004, for his cooperative spirit and tireless efforts as a member of the Gulf of Maine Council which were instrumental in protecting the Gulf’s many resources. And for working cooperatively with colleagues throughout the region which has helped to create an international conservation legacy.
Dr. George Finney

For dedication and commitment to Marine Environmental quality and sustainable resource use in the Gulf of Maine. Between 1992 and 2004, his cooperative spirit and tireless efforts as a member of the Gulf of Maine Council were instrumental in protecting the Gulf’s many resources. And for working cooperatively with colleagues throughout the region he has helped to create an international conservation legacy.
A Founder’s Award is presented to-

David Keeley, Maine State Planning Office

To David Keeley in recognition of his dedication and commitment to marine environmental quality and sustainable resource use in the Gulf of Maine. Between 1989 and 2004, his cooperative spirit and tireless efforts as a member of the Gulf of Maine Council Working Group were instrumental in protecting the Gulf’s many resources. Working cooperatively with colleagues throughout the region, he has helped to create an international conservation legacy.

In December 1989, the governors and premiers of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Maine, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia signed an agreement creating the Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment (GOMC).  The Council’s efforts are focused on promoting sustainable development of marine and coastal resources, raising public awareness about the Gulf of Maine, and cultivating support for stewardship at the local level.  For more information visit the Council’s website at www.gulfofmaine.org
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