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Gulf of Maine Council/NOAA Habitat Restoration Partnership 
announces funding for regional habitat restoration projects
Augusta, Maine – The Gulf of Maine Council/National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Habitat Restoration Partnership announces the release of $147,500 in grant funds to habitat restoration projects in the Gulf of Maine region. The six projects listed will contribute to restoration of 1,250 surface acres of lake habitat for diadromous fish species as well as 70 miles of river habitat for migrating diadromous species, 75 acres of salt marsh restoration and monitoring.
The funding builds community support for restoration of coastal and estuarine habitats including salt marshes, native diadromous fish runs, subtidal eelgrass and shellfish as well as other habitats found with the Gulf of Maine.  The Partnership has funded 39 projects for a total of $913,535, with roughly $3.6 million contributed from other sources.  The Partnership has been an effective method of restoring regionally significant habitat in the Gulf of Maine.  
“The partnership between NOAA and the Gulf of Maine Council is important because it supports restoration priorities on a regional scale,” said retired Navy Vice Admiral Conrad C. Lautenbacher, Ph.D., under secretary of commerce for oceans and atmosphere and NOAA administrator.  “This regional approach helps support NOAA’s ecosystem management goals by promoting healthy coastal habitats and vibrant coastal communities.”
Following is a list of the projects currently receiving funding.  In Massachusetts projects include a post-restoration monitoring and stewardship project for Eastern Point Salt Marsh in Gloucester, a feasibility study to explore options for improving upstream and downstream fish passage at Willowdale Dam on the Ipswich River, and a study to evaluate hydrology of the Saugus River upstream of the Lynn Water and Sewer Commission Dam for possible restoration of diadromous fish runs to the river.

MORE-

Projects granted funding in Maine include, improvements to an existing fish ladder for migrating alewives at the Somes Harbor Mill Pond dam in Somesville, and installation of a self-regulating tide gate for salt marsh restoration at Drakes Island in Wells.
And in New Hampshire, the Jackson Estuarine Lab at University of New Hampshire, Durham will receive funding to develop a one-week seminar on salt marsh monitoring using field data from the West Branch Pleasant River Tidal Restriction in Addison, Maine.  
The Gulf of Maine Council/NOAA Habitat Restoration Partnership was established in 2001 through the NOAA Community-based Restoration Program.  The Partnership solicits proposals for coastal fisheries habitat restoration projects in the Gulf of Maine to be funded though a competitive process.  A review team with representatives from Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Maine, and the NOAA Restoration Center review grant proposals annually.
The NOAA Restoration Center uses a community-based restoration program to work with organizations and governments to support locally driven habitat restoration projects in marine, estuarine and riparian areas.  NOAA funds on-the-ground habitat restoration projects that offer educational and social benefits for citizens and their communities and provide long-term ecological benefits for fishery resources.  Since 1996, over 900 projects in 26 states have been implemented using NOAA funding and leveraged funding from national and regional habitat restoration partners.  For more information on the Community-based Restoration Program, please visit: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/restoration.
For more information or to view the Partnership’s Habitat Restoration Strategy, visit, www.gulfofmaine.org/habitatrestoration/
Or contact:

Jon Kachmar

Habitat Restoration Coordinator

Maine State Planning Office/Maine Coastal Program

187 State Street

38 State House Station

Augusta, Maine  04333-0038

207/287-1913

jon.kachmar@maine.gov
The mission of the Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment is to maintain and enhance environmental quality in the Gulf of Maine to allow for sustainable resource use by existing and future generations.    For more information visit the Council’s website at www.gulfofmaine.org







